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preached at Lee in Eſſex by Ar- 


thar Dent, Minifter of Gods word. 
and publiſhed ar the requeſt of 
ſundrie godlie and well diſ- 
poſed perſons. 
11 1 


The vij. of March. 


Ionach. 2. 8. 
They that wait upon lieng vanities 
forſake their owne 


mercie. 


Imprinted at London, by 


Iohn Iackſon, for Iohn Hari- 


ſon, and are to be ſold at the 


Greyhound in Paules 
church ard. 


In Concionem Arthuri Dent 
G.Pewdzi Carmen. 
M Ature reſſpiſce precor. peccatag, linque, 
Qui legis aut audis, quiſquis es, iſtud pui 
Sin nova peccatis peccata prioribus addes, 
Olim hec te contra Concio teſtis erit : 


Hac aliquot lefta flentes ſua crimina, multum 
CMutarunt mores, nova vita placet. 


The lame in Engliſh. 


Hou that doſt read or hear this work 
I wiſh thee to do this: 

Repent in time, and ſinne forſake, 
amend that is amiſſe. 

But if thou wilt adde ſinne to ſinne, 
not minding to amend, 

This Sermon ſhall a witnes be, 
againſt thee in the end. 

Some that have heard this read of late, 
lamenting much thetr ſin : 

Have changde their former manners, 
and a new lite now begin. 
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TO THE READER 


2 Lthough I was moſt 
S 2 unwilling that this 
/ poore talent & tra- 
Mo vell of mine ſhould 
DVever have been bro- 


as a Candle lighted at noone day; as al- 
ſo bicauſe manie other mens dooings 
might more woorthily a great deale have 
been publiſhed, and committed unto let- 
ters: yet bicauſe divers which heard it 
preached with a lively voice,were very in- 
ſtant, yea and more than importunate 
with me to have it publiſhed, uſing ſuch 
reaſons as I could not greatly gainſay, I 
did at the laſt yeeld to their requeſt, and 
ſo this untimely fruite is come abroade, 
to be ſolde in open markets. Let no man 
be offended that I have not ſtrained my 
ſelfe to flie an high pitch, to fome out 
the froth of mans wiſedome, and to 
make a great ſhew of learning, by blow- 

6 ing 


To the Reader. 


ing the bladder of vanitie til it burſt with 
ſwelling. For that is not my uſe, I ſeeke eſ- 
pecially the ſalvation of the ſimple and 
ignorant, and therefore ſtowpe downe to 
their reach and capacitie. Therefore I 
beſeech thee gentle Reader, accept my 
good meaning: Read this without pre- 
judice, like it as thou profiteſt, ſo ſhalt 
thou have praiſe of God,and 
comfortin thy con- 
ſcience. 


eA.D. 


8855 
88888 
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A SERMON OF RE- 


PENTANCE. 
The Text, Luke 13. 5. 


I tell you nay : but except you repent,you ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh, 


Lehe occaſion of theſe 
GCYS=)] Kay) wozdes of our Lozd 
and Saviour Jeſus 
SYS Ch:ilt, was, bicauſe 


there were certaine 
| that ſhewed him of 
D a Py the Galleavs, whoſe 
PoE 2 Ablod Pilate had min⸗ 
gled with their owne ſacrifices : That is, 


murdered them as they were ſacrificing : 


t ſo their blod was mingled with the blod 
of the beaſts which were ſacrificed. Thoſe 
men therefoze thought that thoſe Ga/zlears 
were greater ſinners than all other Ga/z/e- 
ant, bicauſe they had ſuffered ſuch things: E 
that thoſe eighteene alſo, upon whom the 


Tower in Siloam fell and flue them, were 


finners aboue al men that dwelt in Hieru- 
ſalem. Wherein they did utter a ſecret c02- 
ruption, naturally ingendered inall men, 
A iz  _-_ 


c 
that is, very ſharply to (& info the ſinnes 
of others, and ſeverelp to cenſure them: but 
in the meane while to flatter themſel ves, 
and to be blindfolded in ſ&ing their owne 
ſinnes. Fo2 theſe men thought bicauſe the 
like judgements did not fall upon them, 
therfoꝛe they were ſafe ynough, they were 
not ſo great ſinners, but rather highly in 
the favour of God: Accoꝛding as many do 
fally ſuppoſe, that thoſe are alwaies the 
woꝛſt ſoꝛt of people, whom God doth moſt 
ſfrike, and p2eſſe with his puniſhing hand, 
having foꝛgotten that God doth not kepe 
an oꝛdinarie rate heere belowe, to puniſh e⸗ 
very man as he is woꝛſt, oz to favour and 
cocker him as he is beſt, but onelp taketh 
ſome examples as he thinketh god, foꝛ the 

inſtruction and advertiſement of al others, 

and to be as it were loking glaſſes, where⸗ 
in every man may ſ& his owne face, yea 
and his owne cauſe handled, and that God 
is a ſeuere revenger of ſinne, that all men 
may learn by the example of ſome to trem⸗ 
ble and beware, leaſt peradventure they be 
woꝛthilp conſtrained fokeepe their owne 


turnes, and to know what they have de⸗ 

ſerved, Theſe men which bꝛought thele 

newes to dur Saviour Chzilt had = 
| wu 


of Repentance. 


fo th this leſſon: whereupon our Daviour 
is juſtly occaſtoncd to co2rect their erroni⸗ 
ous and ſiniſter judgement, and to teach 
them that they muſt not rejoice at the juſt 
punichments of others, but rather to be in⸗ 
ſfkructed thereby to repentance, 

And further to ſignifle, that God doth 
not alwaics moſt puniſh the molt notozi⸗ 
ous offenders, as Murtherers, Theves, 
Robbers, Who:cmaſters, Blaſphemers, 
Quarrellers, Scoffers, and ſuch like, but 
reſerveth them unto the judgement of the 
great day, and as1f were fatteth them a- 
gainſt the day of flanghter, and thercfo2e 
he anſwereth them negatively, and ſaith 
Nay, 02 not ſo, but ercept ye repent, your 
thall all like wiſe periſh; as if he ſhould ſay, 
Are you al of this opinion in derd, that only 
monſtrous ſinners are puniſhed in this 
woꝛld, and others let alone? oꝛ that the Ga- 
lileans and thoſe eighteene upon whom the 
Tower in Siloam fell, were greater ſin⸗ 
ners than all others? Oꝛ do vou thinke bi⸗ 
cauſe the ſame judgements have not light 
upon you, therefoze you ſhall ſteale away 
in the darke, and eſcape the judgement of 
God:? No, no, pou are deceived. Fo2 J lay 
unto pou, that except you mourne and la⸗ 

ment 


A Sermon 


ment fo2 your ſins, and fall to ſome agree- | 
ment with God in time, (you J ſay, even 
you which are ſo ready focondemn others, 
and juſtifie your ſelves) ſhall not onely pe⸗ 
riſh with the like judgements in this pze- | 
ſent wozld, but be everlaſtingly condem» | 
ned in the wozld to come, So that our Sa- {| 
viour in ſo ſaying, doth thunder downea a 
molt dzeadful ſentence upon all our heads: 
fo2 he concludeth & ſetteth it downe,that all 
men living upon the face ofthe earth, whe⸗ 
ther they be high oꝛ low, rich, oꝛ poꝛe, pong 
o2 old, noble oz unnoble, learned, oꝛ unlear⸗ 
ned, fimple o2 politike, of what eſtate, de⸗ 
gre, and condition ſoever they be, living 
and dying without repentance, ſhall periſh 
and be damned in hell fire foz ever. The 
Scriptures are full of ſuch thunderbolts. 
Tohn 3. 18. Hee that beleeveth not is 
damned alreadie. And 2. Cor. 13. verſe 5. 
Proove your ſelves whether you are in 
the faith, examine your ſelves, know yee 
not your ſelves that Ieſus Chriſt is in you 
except ye be reprobates ? Where the A- 
poſtle flatly ſetteth downe that all thole 
which have not Chꝛiſt dwelling in their 
harts by faith, which is the houſhold ſi⸗ 
ſter of repentance, are no better than re⸗ 
pꝛobates, 


* 
ng An le Aa—— mu © r ans NR PMA£& R AY > MA#o& 9 CoX oa <A _V9Þanmncccs » . 


of Repentance. 


pꝛobates, caſtawaies, and condemned per- 
ſons. But bicauſe the moſt people in theſe 
dates are groſip deceived in repentance, 
both concerning what it is, what it mea⸗ 
neth, what it wozketh, what be the quali⸗ 
ties and conditions of it, which be the cau⸗ 
ſes, and which be the lets and hinderan⸗ 
ces, and alſo why, when, and wherefoze 
we ſhould repent. Therefoze J have in pꝛe⸗ 
ſent intent to teach firſt what is repentace. 
Decondly, which be his qualities and ef- 
fects. Thirdly, when we ſhould repent, 
Fourthly, wherefoze we ſhould repent. And 
laſt of al, what letteth us from repentance : 
which oꝛder and methode of teaching, als 
though ſome may miſlike (as indede with 
me it is not oꝛdinarie) yet conſidering the 
matter J have in hand, A thinke it not in⸗ 
convenient. But to the matter. Repentance 
is an inward ſozrowing, and continuall 
monrning of the hart and conſcience foz 
ſinne, jopned with faith, and both inward 
and outward amendment. Inward, A 
ſap, in changing the thoughts and af- 
fections ofthe hart: and outward, in chan⸗ 
ging the wozds, and wo2ks, from evill 
fo god, This repentance no doubt was 


in David, who when he was covertly re- 
pꝛoved 
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pꝛobed by the P2zophet Nathan, and his i 
ſinnes laide befo2e his etes, did not ſtub⸗ 
boꝛnly defende them, and ſo juſtle againſt 
G O D no: yet ſecretlp excuſe them, and 
daube them over, but cried out in the bit⸗ 
terneſſe of his hart: J have ſinned, and 
therupon made the 5 1. Plalme. A Pſalme 
indeed full of dolour and heavineſſe: wher⸗ 
in the ꝛophet bewaileth his fals, lamen⸗ 
teth his ſinnes, and pꝛaieth even foꝛ a new 
hart and a new ſpirite, newe thoughts, 
new affedions, newe purpoſes of amends 
ment of life. So that in David we may ſe 
an inward ſoꝛrowing, a laſting griefe, (as 
the boke of Plalmes doth every where de⸗ 
clare, which laieth him out as it were in 
an Anatomie) pea, and great refoꝛmation: 
both in in ward and outward ſinnes. Herre 
therefoꝛe beholde what is repentaunte. 
Likewiſe Saint Peter through infirmi⸗ 
tie having denied his Loꝛde and Maiſter 
Chꝛiſt, and being pinched of his owne 
coaſcience, and wakened with the alarme 
of a poꝛe Cocks crowing, went out of the 
Court of Pilate with an heavie hart we- 
ping bitterly, and ever after fontly pꝛo⸗ 
feſſing Chꝛiſt even unto the death. Seer 


then what is repentance, The Pꝛophets 
in 
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of Repentance. 
s in the old Teſtament, erhozting the rebel- 


lious Jewes unto repentance, uſe com- 
monly an Hebꝛew Uerbe, which ſignifi⸗ 
eth,turne pe, oꝛ returne pe, and come back 
againe: by the which Metaphoꝛ is meant, 
that like as a man that 1s ſtrated farre out 
of his wap, muſt turne quite backe againe 
the contrarte way : So thoſe that have 
ſtrated from the wates of godlineſſe to the 
way of ſinne, muſt come backe againe as 
faſt as ever they went fo2ward, and alfo- 
aither change the courſe of their life: ſo 
that repentance is an earneſt turning unto 
God with all our hart, ſoule, and minde. 
Saint John Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles in 
the newe Teſtament exhoꝛting unto re- 
pentante, uſe a Oreke woꝛde which ſigni⸗ 


fieth a changing of the minde afferwarde, 


o2 after wit, ſo that thoſe which through 
their follie, and want of fozmer wit, have 
ſlipped into the depe pit and dangerous 
gulfe of ſinne, when they come to them⸗ 
ſelves, and have recovered their wits, will 
be wile after warde, and fake ho&de they 
never come there againe, accoꝛding fo the 
Pꝛoverbe, The burnt childe will take herd 
of the fire. By this time J hope pou ſee 


what is repentance, Jt is not every ſozow, 
but 


A Sermon 


but ſo2owe foꝛ ſinnez not fo2 ſome ſinne, but 
foꝛ all ſinne; not foꝛ an hower, but foꝛ eber; 
not foꝛ a dap, but continually; not foꝛ a 
werke, but as long as we live. Some think 
every ſoꝛowe is repentance, but fo ſhould 
woꝛldlings repent. Some thinke everie 
little pant fo2 ſinne 1s repentance, ſo ſhould 
Pharaoh repent. Some thinke all weping 
and lamenting fo2 ſinne is repentance : ſo 
ſhould Eſau, ludas, and Cain repent, Some 
thinke every little humbling of our ſelves 
is repentance, but ſo ſhould Achab repent, 
Some thinke that god woꝛdes and god 
purpoſes is repentance: but ſo ſhould eve- 
ry ſicke man repent, Some thinke that re⸗ 
fozmafton of woꝛds and de&des is repen⸗ 
tance:but ſo ſhould civil men repent. Some 
thinke that cry God mercie is repentance, 
and ſo ſhould cvery folc repent : You ſee 
therefoꝛe how many are deceived in repen- 
tance. But if you will ſee what it is in ded, 
loke backe fo that which hath been ſaide a⸗ 
foze, Fo2 he that will repent in god ear⸗ 
neſt, muſt not hanadowne his head like a 
Bulruſh fo2 a dap onelp, and ſo have done, 
noꝛ cry from the teeth foz2ward, Lozd have 
mercie on me, andſo away : but he muſt 


make a backe reckoning with diligent con- 
ſidera⸗ 


| 
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of Repenrance. 
ſideration of his fozmer life, as did the pꝛo⸗ 


phet David, Pſalme 1 19. verſe 59. I have 


conſidered my wales, and turned my feet 
unto thy teſtimonies. So muſt everie one 
that meaneth to repent, flinke afide into 
ſome co2ner o2 out-place,that there he map 
have rome vnough to beate his owe con- 
ſciente, and to make his hart ſmart foz his 
ſinnes, by aggravation thereof, and weigh⸗ 
ing all the circumſtances, as in the 9. cf 
Daniel. The Church of God confeſſeth 
hir ſinne, not lightly, but with woonder- 
full great exaggeration, and heaping of 
one thing to another. So that it ts not ys 
nough to ſap, J have ſinned, but fo ſay, 
J have molt traifcroufly ſinned, J have 
moſt obſtinatelp, carelefly, and rebelliouſ⸗ 
ly ſinned: J have monſteroullp offended in 
ſuch a place, in ſuch a houſe, in ſuch compa- 
nie, in ſuch a day. In ſuch a coꝛner in the 
darke J committed adulterie cloſely, when 
J thought none had ſens me : in ſuch a 
chamber J defiled mp neighbours wife: 
mine obne conſcience doth accuſe me of if, 
in ſuch and ſuch compante J have bene 
d2unke, J have (poken and railed againſt 
Gods wozde, J have mocked the P2ea- 
chers, J have ſpared no othes noꝛ filthie 

ſpeech, 
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ſyech, and now O Lo2d, Lo2d what an 
ugly monſter, and wꝛetched villaine am J | 
Heere J ſtand befoꝛe thy pꝛeſence all na⸗ 
ke d, blinde, wounded, poꝛe, wꝛetched and 
miſerable, having deſerved a thouſande 
damnations, if thou ſhouldeſt enter into 
judgement, x trie the law with me. There- 
foꝛe J beſeech thee ſhew pittie and com⸗ 
paſſion upon me. Annoint mp woundes 
with the oyle of mercie; reſtoꝛe mee my 
ſight; cloath my nakednes; enrich me that 
ö am poꝛe; ſtrengthen me that am weake; 
| helpe me ap that am fallen : oh bid mc not 
farewell. The infant ovcrcemmeth his 
mother with crying; the childe his father 
with weeping; and the ſervant his maiſter 
by entreatie; and wilt not thou be intrea⸗ 
ted DLozd 2 Thus J ſay, if every man 
would ſpeake in his conſcience to God, and 
thus narrowly oꝛ moꝛe narrowly examine 
himſelfe, undeubteodly he were in the wap 
of repentance. & 
But alas it is a woꝛld fo ſee how the blind | 
Buzzards, and croked Canker-wozmes | 
of this woꝛld go awꝛie from this rule, de⸗ 
ceiving themſelves with the bare title and 0 
naked name of repentance. Many indeed 


can talke of it: but few walke in it. Manp 
ſpeake 


y | 
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ſpcake of it: but few feele it. any deſcribe 
it ibut few know it. Jt is hid and locked 
up from the wozidz and rebealed onely to 
god$schildze, Many think they have caught 
it, when they have but the ſhado le of it. It 
is ſo hie that few tan reach it. It is ſo derpe 
that few can come to the bottome of it. It 
is ſo narrow, that few can enter into it. So 
wide, that few can tompꝛehend it. So ſlip⸗ 
perie that few cam hold it. So ſecret, that 
fewe can ſinde it. Therefoꝛe m deere bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, Jbcſech you, let us pꝛap unto our 
God, that he would reveal unto us this mi⸗ 
ſterie which is hid from the world, that we 
map trulp ſe it, and knowe it, finde it, and 
fele it to our endleſſe comfozt , thꝛough 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus, which grace hee graunt us. 
But now to the ſecond point concerning 
the qualities and fruites of Kepentance. 
; Dneſpeciall qualitie of repentance, is al- 
waies to bꝛing with it remiſſion of ſinnes : 
| foz where true Repentance goeth befoze, 
there remiſſion of ſinnes muſt neceſſarily 
| follow after, not that repentance deſerveth 
' Remiſſion of ſinne, but bicauſe where God 


wozketh Repentance, there he pardoneth 
in bicauſe of his pꝛomiſe. As in Ezech. 18. 

27. When the wicked turneth away _ 
B E 
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1 Ye 
his wickednes that he hath committed, & 
doth that which is lawfull & right, he ſhal 
ſave his ſoule alive. And againe, Eſai. 5 5.7. 
Let the wicked forſake his waies, and the 
unrighteous his own imaginations, & re- 
turne unto the Lord, and he wil have mer- 
cy upon him. So here we fi, to whom foꝛ⸗ 
giveneſſe of ſinnes, and the mercie of God 
belongeth:namely,to the penifent ſinners, 
to thoſe that leave fin, and imbꝛace godli⸗ 
nes:to thoſe that fozſake their owne waies 
and imaginations, and turn unto the Lozd, 
And as fo2 ſuch as walke on, in their owne | 
wates,and follow the delights of ſin, with: 
out any ſoꝛow oz purpole to leave the, they 
havenothing fo do with the mercy of God, 
t though Jeſus Chꝛiſt hadſuffered an hun- 
d2ed deaths (which could not be) yet ſhall 
no unpenitent ſinner have remiſſion of his 
ſinnes by his death, noꝛ any other benefits 
of his paſſion: fo2 they belong onely to his 
Church and choſen people here upon the 
earth. Ye therfoꝛe that is not ofthe church, 
he that is not graffed into Chꝛiſt by faith, | 
he that is not a meber of his miſticall body, | | 
can enjoy nothing by Chꝛiſts death, 1f any | ; 
man abide not in me, he is caſt foorth as a 
branch, & withereth, & men gather _ 8 
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and caſt them into the fire, & they burne. 
Ioh. 1 5. 6. Wereade in the 29. of Deute- 
ronom. how God barreth all ſtubboꝛne 
ſinners from his mercie, and doth molt ter⸗ 
rtbily ſhote out again! them. Me that hea- 


reth the wozds of this curſe, and bleſſeth 
himſelfe in hart ſaieng: J ſhall have peace 
although J walke accozving to the ſtub⸗ 
boꝛnnes of mine owne hart, thus adding 
d2unkennes to thirſt, the Loꝛd will not be 
mercifull unto him, but the the wꝛath of the 


loꝛd, E his jealouſie ſhal ſmoke againſt that 
man, a every curſe that is wꝛittẽ in the bok 


ſhall light upon him. So that God ſaith 
plainly, he hath no mercy foꝛ ſuch as walke 
in the vain delights of ſin, c in the ſtubboꝛn⸗ 


nes ot their own hart: adding dꝛükennes to 


thitrſt: that is, joining one hozrible ſin to 
another, pet foꝛ all this it is a wonder to ſe 
how the blinde woꝛms of the earth deceive 
thẽſelves. Foz they think whatſoever they 
ſay, whatſoever they do, be it god be it evil, 
whether they repet, oꝛ not repent, pet they 
ſhall be ſaved by Chꝛiſts death, as though 
they would make it a baude to their ſins, 
and ſo wozke that villany againſt Chꝛiſt. A 
hope to be ſaved by Chꝛiſts death, as well 
as the beſt of them al, ſaith — where 
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is thy repentance thou miſerable wzefch ? 
Doelt thou think that Gods mercy is com⸗ 
mon to all? And Chꝛiſts death a bawde foz 
our ſins:no, no, when it commeth to the ups 
ſhot, thou ſhalt ſtop ſhozt. Fo2 it wil pꝛobe 
farre otherwiſe : Fo2 thou ſhalt find Gods 
mercie turned info juſtice:  Chaiſts death 
into wozmewode, bicauſe thou hatedſf 
knowledge, and choſedſt not the fear ofthe 
Loꝛd. Thus you ſe my deere bꝛethꝛen, that 
repentance muſt needes go befoꝛe fo2give- 
neſſe of ſinnes, and where it leadeth not the 
wap, there the gates of gods mercp are ſhut 
up, and this is the firſt qualitie of Repen- 
tance. It hath alſo another condition, and 
that is to alter and change men from that 
they were befo2e, not in the ſubſtance and 

20pozfton of the body, but in the qualities 
and conditions of the mind. Fo2 whoſoever - 
hath truly repented, you hall by and by ſer 
a molt marvellons and wonderfull change 
in him, ſo that he will not do as he hath 
done,no2 [peak as he hath ſpoken, noꝛ com- 
pante as he hath companied, noz play the 
god felow(asthey term it)as he was wont 
to do: noꝛ run to the ſame exceſſe of riot ho 
was wont. And this is it that amazeth 


the wozld, and cauſeth them to bziſtle and 
fome 


2 , | | 
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fome at the mouth like wild boafes, and fo 
ſpeake evill of them that turned unto God: 
foz the woꝛld lobeth his owne, and can not 
abide that God ſhould plucke one feather 
from his wings. But Repentance doth vio⸗ 
lently pull men out of the clawes of Sa⸗ 
than, x change them from the conditions of 
the wozld : foz it maketh of pꝛoud, humble: 
of hurtfull, harmeleſſe: of cruell, meke : of 


_ © Wolves, Lambes: of Lions, Sherpe: of a- 


dulterers, chaſt livers : of dzunkards, ſober 


-  men:offwearers,reverent ſpeakers : of ha- 


ters, lovers: of deſpiſers, imbꝛacers: of ſcof- 
fers, followers: of earthlp, heavenlp:of Di⸗ 
vels, Saints. All this wozketh Repen⸗ 


tante. Paule travelled towards Damaſc us, 


a wolfe, a perſecutoꝛ, a blodſucker, an has 


ter, a deſpiler, but ere he tame there, he was 
quite changed, and clean of another mind: 


ſo mighty was he that met him by the way. 
When Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſent downe the holy 
Ghoſt upon his Diſciples, accoꝛding to his 
pꝛomiſe, there were ſome ſcoffers at Jeruſa- 


lem, which mocked and ſaid, They are full 
dk new wine. But the ſame men cried out 
by and by after, Men and bzethzen, what 

hall we do to be ſaved 2 
Here was a moſt wonderful, and ſudden 
B ii change 
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; change. ee then the fozce of Repentance, 
when God ſtriketh it into the hart of man, 
and d2iveth the nail to the head as they ſay, 
it effecteth that which all the wiſdome and 
policie of man is not able to bꝛing to pale, 
and when they have pꝛolled hither and 
thither, and laide their heads fonither, and 
ſought all the coꝛners of their wits, pet can 
they not tell which way to turn their hand, 
o2 where to begin to change the hart of a 
man, and to convert him to God, Therfoꝛe 
repentance is ſtronger than all the whole 
wozld, e wozketh that which all men with 
their naturall wits, fine heads, and derpe 
deviſes cannot compaſſe: fo2 the converſion 
ofa ſinner is a wozke ſupernaturall. Heere 
then we have a glaſſe,tobeholde our felves 
in, whether ever we have repented, oz no, 
Foz if we finde not this change and alte⸗ 
ration in us, we have not repented, and ſo 
conſequently remaine under damnation. 
Therfoꝛe let every man loke unto himſelf, 
foz marke how much he is changed and al⸗ 
tered from his foꝛmer evill waies, ſo much 
hath he repented. And he that is the ſame 
man, he was thꝛer, fower, eight, nay thirtie 
yeres ago:ſurelp, ſurelp, he hath not repen⸗ 
ted, and therefoze abideth in damnation. J | 
mars 
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marvell then how thoſe men which never 


felt any change oz alteration w2onght in 
them,nay, whoſeconſciences tel them, that 
they are not chaged,ne know what it meas 
neth,can have any hope of ſalvation : unles 
peradventure they beleve not this doctrine 
dnꝛ thinke it to be falſe, J wil ſend over theſe 
men to ſuch as have beene in the like caſe 
they now are, t yet thought they might do 
wel pnough foꝛ al that, although both blind 
in judgement, and coꝛrupt in converſation, 
J have knowen, and do know men, which 
befoze their converſion and in ward change 
were counted as honeſt men as ever bꝛake 
bꝛead, and as ſubſtantial men as they could 
be, as true dealers, upꝛight livers, and god 
houſe-kepers as any of their neighbours: 
pea, and they had the ſame opinion of them 


ſelves to. And pet notwithſtanding when 


they have felt Nepentance wozking this 
change and alteration in them,th2ough the 
power of the ſpirif at the pzeaching of the 
wo2d, and when they have had new harts 
given them to diſcerne better, and new eies 
to ſee better, as men come out of a dampe, 
have wondꝛed and mar velled at the palpa- 
ble and groſſe darknes they were in befo2e, 
and have burſt fozth into theſe woꝛds, that 
B iii they 
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they would not be in the ſame caſe ther | L 
were afo2e,nonot foz all the woꝛlds gods, 
fo2 if they ſhomld have died in that caſe, they ' 
were ſure they ſhould have beene damned. 
But J p2ay vou what cafe were they in be⸗ 
foe, were they not god honeſt men & well 
accounted of, and honeſt livers, t well tabben 
whereſgever they came? Surelp they were 
ſo taken in the woꝛld, but now they thinke 
far otherwiſe of themſelves, their eies be- 
ing opened, and their judgements enlight⸗ 
ned, fo2 now they ſeꝛ that they ſaw not be⸗ 
foze, now they underſtand that God con⸗ 
demneth many whom the world juſkifieth. 
Me thinketh this example ſhould make ci⸗ 
vill and woꝛldly men ſee and ſuſpect them⸗ 
ſelves, and know their owne miſery befoꝛe 
God. Foꝛ theſe men were as god as they, 
befo2e their converſion, and pet afterward 
confeſſed that they were plunged to the bot⸗ 
tom ol hell, e dꝛowoned in the depth of dam⸗ 
nation. e that hath eares to heare, let him 
heare, & he that hath eies to ſee, let him ſee : 
fo2 if men will fill ſoth themſelves foꝛ all 
this, that they ſhal be ſaved without feeling 
any change o2 wozke of repentance, it will 
toſt them full deere in the end. Fo2 Chꝛiſts 


woꝛds will pzove true, that whoſoever re⸗ 
penteth 
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| penteth not, ſhal be damned:that is, whoſo- 
ever doth not fele in himſelle what is Re- 
| pentance, and find in himſelfe the qualities 
thereof ſhal be condemned. Fo2 where Re- 
| pentance is, there be the qualities of Res 
pentance, and where the qualities be abs 
ſent, there is no true repentance. So that 
| Chzilf ſaith : Except ye repent, vc 
| hall all periſh:if is all one as if he had ſaid, 
| extept ye know the truth ofrepentance, ex⸗ 
cept ye tan pꝛobe unto your conſciences the 
| foꝛgivenes of your ſinnes, except vou fiele a 
change 4 alteration inthe bottome of your 
| hart, of all your fozmer lewd waies & miſ⸗ 
' demeanoz, vou ſhal ſurely periſh t be dam- 
ned. But let us pet a litle farther ſearch out 
the qualities of Repentante: The Apoſtle 
in the ſeventh chapter of the ſecond epiffle 
to the Corinthians, ſetteth downe ſeven no- 
table qualities and effects of Repentance. 
The firſt of them he nameth care. Foz be- 
hold ſaith he, this thing that you have been 
godly ſoꝛie, what care it hath wzought in 
you, that 1s an earneſt ſtudy and as if were 
| a taking thought to pleaſe God, Foz where 
true repenfance hath once wꝛought, there 
foloweth great care after ward. Care I ſay, 


to live in the obedience al G O D. Care to 
kope 
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kepe a god conſcience. Care to refozm our 
Youlholds. Care to inſtruct Mives, Chil⸗ 1 
dꝛen r ſer vants in the knowledge of God, F 
Care to pꝛap with them moꝛning and eve- | ( 
ning: and generally, care to perfoꝛme all | f 
duties belonging to God: So that repen⸗ 

tance is not a careleſſe, hut a carefull thing. 
Let not men thinke therfo2e that although 
they welter in the careleſneſſe of the fleſh, 
t llæpe in ſecurity all the daies of their life, 
pet their repentance is god ynough, yea, | 
and though they (ſpend whole daies, nights, 
moneths, and pers in vanities, plaies, and 
paſtimes, in idlenefſe, fond delights, plea⸗ 
ſure and voluptuouſneſle, in negligence of f 
all dutie, foꝛgetfulneſſe of God, and con- | f 
tempt of all god things: yet foꝛ al this they [1 
repent foꝛ their ſins, and hope to be ſaved | 1 
as wel as any other. But alas how ca theſe | 1 
things ſtande togither, fo repent foz ſinne, 
and to delight in ſin: to hate ſinne, and love 
ſinne: to flie from ſinne, and to follow after 
ſin. But theſe men J perteive would faine 
make S. Paul a lier, fo2 he ſaith a mã hath 
never repented, except he be carefull after⸗ 
ward to pleaſe Cod:thep ſay they do repent 
e have repented, although they live never 
ſo w2ctchedly,andcareleſly. But when all 
licen⸗ 
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r | licentious and lewde livers,filthie whoze- 
- | mongers,beaftly belly-gods, t careleſſe tai⸗ 
z tits, tome to the kingdome of God, and are 


ſaved ; then ſhall theſe men alſo come with 
them to be laved by careleſſe repentante. 
The nert qualitie and effect of Repen⸗ 
, | fance, is named clcer ing of our ſelves, that 
is, diſcharging of our ſelves, when ſin doth 
. | accuſe us, and lay things to our charge: foz 
when ſin and Sathan doth terrifie the con- 
ſcience ot the poꝛe penitent ſinner, by and 
£4 | by he fieth unto God, and aſketh fo2give- 
nes thzough Jeſus Chziſt, and ſoclereth 
; | himſelfe, and maketh his apologie againſt 
* ſinand Sathan, like as a man that is pꝛe⸗ 
- | ſented into the Court, upon ſuſpicion of 
: whoꝛedome, oꝛ anp other notozious crime, 
| | mulſt cleere himſelf by witnes of that which 
is laid to his charge, So the conſcience that 
is cited by Sathan befoze the juſtice and 
judgement ſeate of God, cleereth it ſelfe by 
| Repentance, and aſketh fo2giveneſſe tho⸗ 
rough Jeſus Chꝛiſt. So that herre we may 
ſe a wonderfull fruit of a penitent conſci⸗ 
ence, it cannot abide the accuſation of ſin. 
It cannot be quiet till it be reconciled unto 
God: and ſo have peace with it ſelfe, Fo2 


| this is to be noted in the godlie man, that 
when 
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when he hath tommitted any ſinne, and his 
conſcience telleth him of it, by and by he fee⸗ 
leth lead within him, and is all heavie, and 
tannot ſleepe quietlp, til he have gotten into 
ſome coꝛner, where he may mourne and la⸗ 
ment to the full, and confeſſe and lap open 


himlelfe unto God, e ſo cleere himſelfe tho⸗ 
rowe Jeſus Chꝛiſt, his conſcience bearing 


him witnes that his ſin is foꝛgiven. Where | 
as contrariwiſe the ungodly man, when his | 


conſcience accuſeth him of ſinne, he diſpat⸗ 
cheth away all ſuch thoughts, and treadeth 
them under fote,and by and by calleth fo2 a 


| 


| 
; 


paire of cards oꝛ tables, and ſome merrie 
companion to d21ve away the time, and to 
put out al ſuch thoughts out of his head, and 


ſo indeed he increaſeth them moze and moze 
and cauſeth them to rankle inwardly, 
The third qualitie is called indignation, 
that is, a moztall and deadly hatred againſt 
ſin:as when a man doth ſhudder and ſhake, 
t as it were grinde his teeth at the remem⸗ 
bꝛante of his ſins: fo2 this is alwates in the 


penitent perſon to loath and abhozre all ſin 


from his harf, both his owne ſinnes and 
the ſinnes of other, and to hate it as the Di⸗ 
vell himſelfe, which is the authoz of it, and 
to flie from it, as from the verp cut-thꝛote 

and 
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s | and hangman of his ſoul, and to know it to 
be the only thing that blindeth, that harde⸗ 
neth, that ſeparateth from God, and pꝛocu⸗ 
reth all plagues and diſeaſes both of bodie 
| and ſoule againſt us. Therefoze be ſpitteth 
at it in defiance, and diſdaineth it, and ſtop⸗ 
peth his noſe at the ſtinke of it, wherſoever 
he ſmelleth it. 
e The fourth thing 1s feare, which is a cer⸗ 
| taine awe of God, when a man is afraid to 
r en him, Foꝛ the penitent perſon fea- 
b reth alwap, and being pꝛivie to his own in⸗ 
firmitie and weaknes (when God never ſo 
little withdzaweth his grace, and leaveth 
o bim alone) woꝛketh his ſalvation with fear 
and trembling. Ye will not pꝛeſume upon 
, ; fozmer grace to commit any fin, oꝛ flatter 
himſelfe in the mercie of God, and in the 
things that he hath already taſted of God, 
x | fo yelde to ſome little ſinne, thinking he 
map do that, and be the childe of God well 
| pnough, bicauſe ſom of Gods childꝛen habe 
fallen info greater:but rather he trembleth 
i 
| 
| 
| 


at the let motion of ſinne, and is afraid of 
the temptations which Satan trumpeth in 


his wap, and is afraid when the tempta⸗ 
tions of ſinne are upon him, to ſatilite the 
hunger ot ſinne, but rather he ſighteth — 
gal 
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gainſt ſin, when ſin fighteth againft him, 
and pꝛeſenteth the feare of God befoꝛe his 


eies ( asgodly Joſeph in the aſſault of Pu- ! 
tiphers wife) to be as it were a tower ot 


defence and welſpꝛing of life, to avoide the 
ſnares ol death. 
The lift thing is deſire, that is, a hunge⸗ 


ring and thirſting after righteouſnes, Foz: 


the penitent man is raviſhed with deſire ol 


god things: he deſireth to be everie dax 
better than other: he deſireth to leave eve⸗ 


ry day ſome ſin: he deſireth to pꝛap: he deſi⸗ 
reth new knowledge, and new underſtan⸗ 


ding of heavenly things. He deſireth to 


heare Sermons, and will ſtraine himſelfe 
to heare them. Ve deſireth the companie of 
the godly, he thinketh himſelfe in heaven, 
when he is amongſt them. Me deſireth the 
ſalvation of his very enimies, and pꝛaieth 
foꝛ them. All theſe and many other ſuch like 
deſires are in the penitent man. 

The ſixt quality is ʒeale, which conſiſteth 
in the earneſt imbꝛacing of vertue, and ha⸗ 
tred of vice, ſo that the penitent perſon is 
zealous in every god thing. Zealous of 
Gods gloꝛie in all places, in all companies, 
and amongſt all perſons. He cannot abide 


that Gods honour ſhould be impeached, o: 


his 


0 
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his name blaſphemed, oz his glo2ie tram⸗ 
pled under fote by wicked men,but he will 


open his mouth to repꝛove the wicked, and 


ſtand ſfontly in the defence of Gods gloꝛie. 


He is not like the Atheiſts, 4 diſſemblers, 


| which are al waies as is the company, that 


is, godly amongſt the godly : a Pꝛoteſtant 


| amongſt Pꝛoteſtants: wicked amongſt the 


wicked: a Papiſt amongſt Papiſtes : a 
Moꝛldling amongſt Wozldlings : and a 
Swearer amonglt Swearers : a weather 
cocke that turneth with every winde. The 
penitent man J ſay, is not of this ſtampe, 


but he is conſtant and zealous in all god 


things. He is zealous both againſt the plea⸗ 
ſures and p2ofits of ſinne, though he might 
win a whole woꝛld, oꝛ pleaſure hiniſelf ne⸗ 
ver ſo much, by committing a ſinne againſt 
God, pet will he refuſe it: fo2 he hath lear- 
ned from Chꝛiſts mouth, that it ſhall not 
pꝛofite a man to win the whole woꝛld, and 
to loſe his owne ſoule. 

The laſt thing is Revenge, that is, the 
penitent perſon is ſo offended with the ſin 
he hath committed, that he wil be revenged 
ob himſelfe fo2 it. As foz example, if he have 
offended in gluttonp, he will revenge him⸗ 


ſelfe by faſting two oz th:e dates after: At 
he 
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he have offended in whoꝛedome, he will be 
revenged of his luſts, by haltering x bzide- 
ling of them ever after: if he have offended 
in covetous catching and polling of other 
mens gods, he will be revenged on himſelle 
by reſtitution, as was godly and penitent 
Zacheus, and this indeede is a ſpeciall fruit 


of Repentance, to refozme our ſelves in 


thoſe things, wherein we have molt offen- 


ded. Now, then pou ſee (my deere bꝛethzen) 


what lieth in the bellie of Repentance, and 


which bee hir inwards, ſa that we muſt 
needes now come to the unlacing and un- 


bowelling of Chꝛiſts woꝛds. Except ye re- 


pent (ſaith he) yee ſhall all periſh : that is, 


Except pe have this fozenamed care, vou 
ſhall all be damned: Except yon have this 
cleering of pour ſelves, vou ſhall be damned: 


Except you have this indignation, you ſhal 
all be damned: Except pou have this feare 


you ſhall be damned: Except you have this | 


deſire, you ſhall all be damned: Except you 
have this zeale,you (hal all bedamned:Er- 
cept you have this revenge, you ſhall all be 


damned. Fo2 our Saviour Chꝛiſt doth not 


ſpeake of the bare name of Repentante: 
but of Repentance with all hir furniture, 


and appurtenantes, ſo that whoſoever bath | 
no 
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not Repentance with all hir qualities and 
effects, oꝛ at the leaſt ſome meaſure ot᷑ thẽ, 
he hath no repentance inderde, and there⸗ 
foe ſhall be damned : Foz except ye repent, 
pe hall all periſh, But me thinketh that J 
| heare ſome men lap: Mere is nothing but 
damnatio,damnation: You pꝛeach nothing 


1 but the Law: Let us heare of the Gol⸗ 


pel. My bꝛethꝛen J pꝛoteſt unto you, that 3 
| ſpeake of love, whatſoever J ſpeake. J des 
1 ſire the ſalvation of you all: If J could win 
but two in all this congregation, J woulde 
count my ſelfe happie, and thinke that God 
had greatly bleſſed my labours. And un⸗ 
doubtedly, if J knew any nerer wap to 
| bzing you unto GD D, than by pꝛea⸗ 
ching the Lawe, fo make you know pour 
| ſelves: Surely, ſurely, J would uſe it. D2 
if Jcould be perſuaded that the pꝛeaching 
ofthe Goſpell, and mercte woulde do you 
mo2e god: pou ſhould heare of nothing 
but Goſpell,Goſpell,Percy, Percy: But 
alas, J ſc that ebery careleſſe and ignoꝛant 
man pꝛeſumeth upon Gods mercie: J lee 
that every filthy liver, and notoꝛious blaſ- 
phemer, abuſeth Gods mercie, in applying 
it to himſelfe without repentance, ſo that 
1 they would make * a _ foz 

eir 
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their ſinnes: J ſe that every man would 
faine be flattered in ſinne, and heare of it 


no moze, but have the Goſpell pꝛeached, 
which indeede belongeth not unto them, 
continuing in their ſtubboꝛnnes, but ones 
ly to the penitent ſinner, which foꝛſaketh 
himſelf and groneth,and pante eh under the 
burden of his ſinne. Therefoꝛe when I ſee 
you humbled with the conſcience of your 
ſinnes, and grone and pant under the bur⸗ 
den of them: when J ſe pour faces blubbe⸗ 
red with weeping,and your harts mollified 
and ſoꝛrowing with care, then will J com- 
foꝛt yon, and ceaſe to pꝛeach the lawe, But 
J p2ay vou, will vou ſteale, murther, and 
commit adulter ie, and pet heare of mercie ? 


Wil ye mock, ſwear, blaſpheme, and raile, 


and pet heare ol mercie 2 Mill you ſerve 
ſinne, hate vertue, and follow pour owne 
luſts, and pet heare of mercie? Would you 
have Plaiſters befoze you have wounds? 
Mould you have Phyſicke befoze pou bee 
ſicke? Would yon be let blod befoze you 
have nede 2 Would pon not account him a 


foliſhPhyſition that will miniſter phyfick 
to a whole man? Mould pon not think him 
an unſkilfull Chirurgion, that will applie 


a * Salve to an olde feſtered A | ; 
> | 
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not rather toꝛzie it? Then knowe yon my 
b:ethen, that bicauſe you are full of groſſe 
humoꝛs, vou muſt have ſtrong purgations; 
bicauſe you are full of old feſtered wounds, 
pou muſt have cozraſive Sal ves, foꝛ that is 
the beſt foz you, and the ſpedieſt wap to re⸗ 
cover pour health: and foꝛaſmuch as you be 
rough Hoꝛſes, pou muſt have a rough Ri- 
der: and hard knobbie Timber muſt have 
hard Medges, and hard ſtrokes with a bee- 
tle. Me pꝛeach the Lawe to dꝛive vou to 
Chꝛiſt: we pꝛeach judgement to make you 
ſeke mercy: we pꝛeach damnation to bꝛing 
pou to ſalvation. But to pꝛeach mercy and 
foꝛgiveneſſe befoze men ſee their ſinnes, 02 
knowe their miſeries by the pꝛeaching of 
the Law, is to pꝛeach the Goſpell unp2off- 
fably. Foz he that is ignoꝛant offhe Law, 
knoweth not what miſerie ts in himſelfe: 
no2 what mercy is in God. 

What father is there, who ik his childe 
ſhould play the ſtubbozne bop, and diſobey 


bim in every thing he commanded, would 
1 froke his head, and ſap he were a nod bop, 


and not rather ſeverely coꝛrect him, and 
whip him with a rod? What maiſter will 
cõmend his ſerbant fo2 doing what he liſt, 


and not what hecommandeth him: eben lo 
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we map not diſobep, and do evill, and loke 
to be flattered fo, and not rather chidden. 
Let us know then, that although God uſe 
ſraring, launcing, coꝛzing, and ſearching of 
the bones, and other violent remedies, vet 
in the mean while he pꝛocureth our health 
by them. And let us further underſtande, 
that foꝛ as much as there is none other 
means to dꝛaw us to ſalvation, but by clen⸗ 
ſing of all our vices, and the ſame cleanſing 
cannot be done but by violence, when wee 
be warned by the doctrine of the Law, ſo 
as our owne conſcience accuſe us, although 
we like well fo bee now and then flartered 
and ſothed, pet let us ſeke tobe ſpoken un⸗ 
to carneftly, to have our faults told us, and 
to be made aſhamed of them, + fo have our 
unhoneſtie diſcovered, and not deſire tobe 
pleaſed, Foz it were the next way to make 
us rot in our owne filthines, if we ſhould 
hold it ſo in ſecret: t it would coſt us deere 
the ſetting on, if we ſhould be ſo llattered by 
men, and in the meane ſeaſon the heavenly 
judge ſhall thunder downe upon us. 
Therfoꝛe when any man commeth to a 
Sermon, let him fir ſt and foꝛmoſt make his 
reckoning to be rebuked, as merte is, and 
let him underſtand, that it is foz his my 
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that he is not ſothed. And if he have itching 
eares, let him lay them away from him, al⸗ 
ſuring himſelf that els he is foꝛecloſed ſo as 
he ſhall never receive the doctrin to his pꝛo⸗ 
tt and inſtruction. And let him be content 
to have his ſoꝛes rubbed and bewꝛaied, that 
he map be bꝛought to that, which is foz his 
welfare. It a man pleaſe a ſicke bodp, dohat 
ſhall become of him, ſhal he give him dzink 
| everyminufe of an hower 2 ſhall her give 
him wine, wheras he ſhould give him wa- 
ter? Shall he give him Sallets 2 It were 
the next way to poiſon him. To be ſhoꝛt, it 
is cerfaine that a man doth alwaies ſeeke 
his owne death, when he would have men 
to ſoth him. But now which is better, ei⸗ 
ther that he which hath the oꝛdering of a 
ſicke man, ſhould yeld to all his deſires, 02 
that he ſhonld bꝛidle him, notwithſtanding 
that he chafe and gnaſh his teeth, bicauſe he 
map not have his owne wil in his deſires 2 
' Pouſe therefoꝛe how dangerous a thing 
i is to latter 4 raiſe up men with the pzea- 
thing ok mercp, befoꝛe they have beene caſt 
; downe with the ſenſe of gods judgements. 
| Ceaſe therefoze to open your mouthes to 
make hue and crie over the Country, ſap⸗ 
ing: They peach nothing 1 the W 
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Law, Damnation, Damnation, nnleſſe ye 
wil take in Chꝛiſt to, and make him one of 
the number, and accuſe him of want of wil⸗ 
dome: Bicauſe he pꝛeacheth and crieth out 
that whoſoever repenteth not ſhall be con⸗ 
demned. Fo2 my part, J pꝛeach the Goſpell 
to whom the Goſpell belongeth, e the Law 
to whom the Law belongeth.J pꝛeach mer- 
cy to whom mercy belongeth, & judgement 
to who judgement appertaineth. And there⸗ 
foe hold pour peace and be content to be ru⸗ 
led by the wiſedome of God. But now let 
us pꝛoceed to the third generall point, which 
is the time when we ſhould repent. 

The holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures poin⸗ 
teth us to the pꝛeſent time, t exhoꝛteth us 
to make that the time of our repentance. 
Ioel. 2.21. Therefoze, alſo now the Lozd 
ſaith,furne you unto me with al your hart, 
with faſting, with weeping and with mour- 
ning. Likewiſe in the 3. chapter to the Ye- 
bꝛewes : Erhozt one another while it is 
called to dap, leaſt any of vou be hardened 
thꝛough the deceitfulneſſe of ſinne. And in 
theſame chapter: To dap if ye will heare 
his voice, harden not pour harts as in the 
pꝛobocation: So that now, even now, e⸗ 
ven nolv, is the time of our repentance. " 
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Now whileſt he calleth, now whileſt he 
ſpeaketh, now whileſt he knocketh, let us 
now therefoze heare : let us now therefoꝛe 
obey; let us now therfoꝛe redeme this dap: 


this pꝛeſent UWenſday, which have fozeflo- 


wed ſo many dates, which have ſo long har⸗ 
dened our harts, which have let ſo mante 
god things run out, and ſpill beſides : let us 


| fake up this dap, and make it the day of our 


; repentance. Although we could never bee 
| moved with any Sermon hitherto, vet let 
us now be mobed once at laff: Let us now 


ſay, This ſhall be my dap of repentance, 3 
will deferre it no longer, but now will A 
turne unto mp God, and fo2ſake all my fo2- 


mer wicked waies, and mine owne imagi⸗ 
nations: J will now change the courſe of 
my life, and begin all new againe. J will 
be acquainted with Gods woꝛd, and take 
counſel there how to do, and how to behave 


my ſelfe in every action. J will not only re⸗ 


foꝛme my ſell, but alſo my whole houſhold, 
wife, childꝛen, and ſervants, accoꝛding un⸗ 
to the ſame. Thus my diere bzethzen, J be⸗ 
ſieech pon, purpoſe in pour harts without 
any further delay, and be not like fo Epi⸗ 
tures and flacke-graces, which ſay, Vouth 


will be youthfull, and youth will have a 
C uit} courſe 


CY FLY 


A Sermon 


courſe, and what ſhould we make it ſo holy 
when we are pong: tuch, there nedes but 
a ſigh an houre befoꝛe death, let us bemery 
now, we ſhall neuer be yonger,we will re⸗ 
pent when we are olde. As though poꝛe 
ſoules, they had repentance in their ſleeves 
and at their commandement,and that they 
could repent whe they liſt. No, no, theſe fel- 
lowes ſhall pay foꝛ their pꝛeſumption. Foꝛ 
God will ave them over to hardneſſe of 
hart, and impenitencie, bicauſe they foke 
ſo much upon them, and made lo long de- 
laies, that in the meane ſeaſon they might 
enjoy the pꝛolits & pleaſures of ſin. There⸗ 
fozegod bzethzenlef us not put it off from 
dap to dap, but let us now ſ&ke the Lozd 
whileſt he may be found, and call upon him 
whileſt he is neere: let us take time while 
time is, foꝛ time and fide tarieth foz no ma. 
Let us know this to be the time of our vi⸗ 
ſitation. Dur Saviour Chꝛiſt wept over 
Hieruſalem,bicauſe they knew not the time 
of their viſitation, He repꝛoveth the Jewes 
bicauſe they could diſcerne the face of the 
ſky, but conld not diſcerne the ſignes of the 
times. And ſurelp in the ende it will turne 
to our deſtrudion, if we will not know this 


to be the day of mercie, the time of grace, 


wherein 
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| wherein God ſtretcheth fozth his hand un⸗ 
to us, and wiſedom crieth out in the ſtreets. 


Therefoꝛe now whileſt we have the light 


let us walke as childzen of the light: the 
night commeth when no man can woꝛk. It 
ſhall be to late to call foz mercie after this 


life, when the gates of mercte are ſhut up, 
and repentance will be to late. Oh deere 
Chꝛiſtians, let us remember the five foliſh 
Uirgins , which bicauſe they foꝛellowed 
the time, had heave gates barred tip againſt 
them. Let us alſo remember the fearfull x 


dolefull example of the rich glutton, which 
being in hell tozments, yelled and yelped 


fo2 the leſt caſe 4 helpe that might be, and 
could not have it. An hũdꝛed thoulãd times 
therefoze, better it is foz us to leave our ſin 
now, to mourne foꝛ them now, and now to 


repent, than heerafter, alas, when it will be 
to late. Better now a great deale to take 


ſome paines, to ſtraine our ſelves to leabe 
our ſinnes, and to make our hart (mart foz 
them, than to be condemned fo2 ever, and to 
crie in the bottome of hel: Me have weari⸗ 
ed our ſelves in the wap of wickednes and 
deſtruction, and we have gon thꝛough dan- 
gerous waies: but we have not knowen 
the way of the Loꝛd. ZUhat hath pꝛide — 

ed 
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fifed us? Oz what p2ofit hath the pomp of 


riches bꝛought us: All thoſe things are paſ- 
ſed away like a ſhadowe, and as a poſt that 
paſſethby. Me have ſet our ſelves againſt 
the childzen of God, we have had them in 
deriſion, and in a parable of repꝛoch, we 
foles thought their life madneſſe, and their 
end with diſhonoꝛ, but loe they are counted 
amongtl the childꝛen of God, 4 their poꝛti⸗ 
on is among the Saints. Therefoze let us 
know the time of our calling, and let us not 
be woꝛſe than the foules of the aire: The 
Turtle, the Crane, & the Swallow, obſerve 
the times of their comming. The hulband⸗ 
mã taketh his times. The mariner watch⸗ 
eth his tides. Therefoꝛe, let us alſo take the 
time and turne unto the Loꝛd, whileſt it is 
ſaid to day, which grace God grant us. 
Now lat ns returne unto the fourth 
poink concerning the cauics, which may 
move us unto repentance. YPerein J have 
obſer bed nine eſpeciall things. Firſt, the 
great mercy ul & O D, leadeth us unto re⸗ 
pentance, as Rom. 2. The bountifulneſſe 
of God, leadeth us unto repentance, ſateth 
the Apoſtle, God doth continually followe 
us, with his mercies and benefits, both ton⸗ 


cerning our ſoules and bodies, we have no 
god 
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god thing, which we have not received at 


his hands, we hold all that we have of him, 
and to him are we beholding foꝛ all: great 
is his mercie towards our bodies, buf 


much greater towards our ſoules: and e⸗ 


very mercy and benefite, either towarde 
ſoule, oz bodie, calleth us to repentance. 
He giveth us meate, dzinke, and clothing, 
theſe call us to repentance: he kepeth ns 
at his owne coſts and charges herre below, 
this calleth us to repentance: the Sunne, 
the Mone, and the Starres, call us to Re- 


pentance. The Birdes of the aire, the Fi- 


ſhes of the Sea, and the fruits of the earth 
crie out upon us both lowd + ſh21ll:Repent, 
repent. All creatures move us to repẽtance. 
Our creation calleth, our redemption cri⸗ 
eth, our Sanctiſication knocketh, and our 
Election moveth to repentance. What 
could God doe moze foz his Utneyard that 
he hath not done. Therefoze let us repent, 
Secondlp, the Judgements of GOD 
move us unto repentance, fo2 all the thun⸗ 
derbolts, Plagues , and Puniſhments, 
which God hath thzowen downe upon ob- 


ſtinate ſinners, from the beginning of the 


woz2ld,are ſo many warning peeces unto us 


to awake us out of the dead leep of ſin, and 
to 
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to pꝛicke us fo Repentance. As in the firft 
Cor.1o. Whe the Apoſtle had cited divers 
great judgements of G O D, againſt the 
old Iſraelites foz divers ſinnes, he conclu⸗ 
deth: Now al theſe things came unto them 
fo2 examples, t were waitten to admoniſh 
ns, upon whom the ends ofthe world are 
tome. So that all the Judgements we 
read of in the Scriptures, are ſo many ad⸗ 
monitions, and as it were Cart Ropes to 
dꝛawe us to Repentance. All the Judges 
ments we read of, heard of, doe ſ&, and 
hear ofevery dap, knock with main ſtrokes 
beate downe-right upon our conſciences 
to Repentance. The ugly moſters, ſtrange 
births, firie conſtellations, unknowen Co- 
mefs, ſudden death, marvellous dꝛoughes, 
unwonted ſnowes, hozrible inundations, 
fozratne wonders, ffrange apparitions, 
thꝛeatning of heaven above, with ſtreming 
and ſhoting ſtre, trembling of the earth un⸗ 
der our feet, and our houſes over our heads, 
as of late day: What are all theſe, but as it 
were great Cranes with beames, and Ca⸗ 
ble Kopes, to dꝛawe us up to the Loꝛd by 
repentance, 

Thirdly, the woꝛd of God haleth us to 


Repentance. Foꝛ, as God in old time ſent 
his 
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his pꝛophets, both early and late, to call the 


rebellious Jewes to repentance: ſo he ſen 
deth abꝛoad his pꝛeachers, and meſſengers 
in theſe dates, to ſound up the trumpet ol 
his wo2d, &foring the ſweet bell of Aaron 
amonaſt them, to awake the to repentance, 
but alas, how lightly are they regarded: 
Who heareth their voice? But ſurely this 
is the laſt remedy that God hath apointed, 
and il this will not move us fo repentance, 
if this will not cure us, then are we altogi⸗ 
ther uncurable. 

Fourthly, the infinite number of ſinnes 
we have committed, ought to be ſo many 


ſpurres in our ſides, to pꝛicke us to repen⸗ 


tance, It is ſufficient, ſaith Saint Peter, 
that we have ſpent the tune paſt of our life 
after the luſts of the Gentiles, walking in 
Wantonnes,Luſts, Dꝛunkenneſſe, Olut⸗ 
tonp, Dꝛinkings, and all abhominable Jdos 
latries. Therefoze, it is time now to Re- 
pent, Oh that men would loke backe to 
themlelves, as they were foztie, thirtie, 
twentie oꝛ ten y&res agoe. Dh that they 
would call to minde, their open and ſecret 
ſins, and me thinketh it ſhould make their 
hart bleed within their bellp, to think upon 
them, Dh that they would conſider = 
muc 
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much time they have miſpenf, and how 
many god things they have neglected, and 
altogither omitted. 

Fiftly the ſhoꝛtneſſe of our life, calleth 
earneſtly upon us fo Nepent. The time ot 
our life is ſixtie yeeres and ten, and if they 
be of ſtrength eighty peeres, pet the ſtrͤgth 
is but labour and ſoꝛrowe, ſo is it cutte off 
quickly, and we flte away ſaith the P20 
phet David, we have ſpent our yeres as a 
thought. Therefoꝛe he addeth : Teach us to 
number our daies, that we may apply our 
harts unto wiſedom, Our life fo2 the ſhozt- 
nes, t inconſtancie of it in the Scriptures 
is compared to graſſe, to a vapour, to ſmoke, 
to a Weavers ſhuttle which glideth away 
ſwiftly, Even ſo the dates of man paſſe a- 
way, no man knoweth how. Man is of ſhoꝛt 
continuance, ſaith Iob, and full of trouble. 
Experience teacheth, that to day a man, fo 
moꝛrow none. Hence away we muſt all, 
heere is no abiding place fo2 us, how ſone 
we know not. Therefoꝛe let us repent, 

Sirtly,the ſmall number of thoſe which 
ſhall be ſaved, ought to thꝛuſt foꝛward to 
repentance. Strive to enter in at the nar- 
row gate : Fo2 many J ſay unto you will 
ſeke to enter in, andſhall not be able, ſaith 

Chailt, 
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Chit, Luk.r 3.24. And in another place he 
ſaith, The gate is ſtraight, and the way na⸗ 
row that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it. Af men would conſider ok this, it 
would make them loke better about them, 
and try with themſelves whether they be 
of that ſmall number o2 no. 

Seventhly,death thꝛeatneth us, who is 
bery terrible to the fleſh, 4 the remebzance 
of it very bitter to a man that is ſouſed and 
ſoked in the pleaſures of this woꝛld. It flat- 
tereth no man, it regardeth no perſons, it 
weigheth not friendſhip, it careth not foz 
rewards, it is very grim, ugly, and cruell, 
and killeth downe-right where it hitteth. 
Therekoꝛe let us repent, 

Eightly, the dap of judgement and ſes 
cond appering of the Sonne of Man, 
will come as a Theefe in the night, in the 
which the heavens ſhall paſſe away with 
a noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with 
heate, and the earth with the wozks that 
are therein, ſhall be burnt up: ſ&ing ther⸗ 
foꝛe that all theſe things muſt be diſſolved, 
what maner of perſons ought yeto be in 
holie con verſation and godlineſſe, ſaith ©. 
Peter 2.3. The Loꝛd Jeſus ſhall ſhe w him⸗ 
ſelfe from heaven, with his mighty Angels 

in 
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in flaming fire, rendꝛing bengeance unfo 
them that knowe not God, and obey not 
unto the Goſpell of our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
ſaith the Apoſtle, 2. Theſ. 1. Iſaw,ſaith S. 
Iohn, Apoc.20. a great white Throne, and 
one thar ſate on it, from whoſe face fled 
away, both the earth and the heaven, and 
their place was no more found. And I ſaw 
the dead, both great and ſmall ſtand be- 
fore God: and the books were opened, & 
another booke was opened, which is the 
booke of life,and the dead were judged of 
thoſe things, which were written in the 
books according to their works. And the 
ſea gave up hir dead, which were in hir, & 
death & hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were judged every 
man, according to his worhs. In theſe pla- 
ces we ſee, both the ſuddennes, the fearful- 
nes, and gloꝛy of Thaiſts comming, Foz he 
ſhal not come poꝛelp, t confemptuouſly,as 
in the lirſt viſitation, but he ſhall come very 
pꝛincelp, ropallp, and triumphantlp to the 
great terroꝛ of all his enimies, when a con⸗ 
ſuming fire ſhall go befoꝛe him, t ten thou⸗ 
ſand thouſands of Angels wait upon him: 
at what time the kings ofthe earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chiefe 
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captains, and the mightie men, and everie 
bondman, t every free man, ſhal hide them⸗ 
ſclves in dennes, and amongſt the rocks of 
the mountaines, andſay to the rocks and 
mountaines, Fall on us, and hide us frõ the 
pꝛeſence of him, that ſitteth on the thꝛone, 
and from the wꝛath of the Lambe, foꝛ the 
great dap of his wꝛath is come, and who can 

ſtand? Apoc. 6. Therefoze let us repent, 
The laſt thing is hel toꝛments, than the 
which nothing is moꝛe intollerable. Ther⸗ 
foꝛe ſaith Chꝛiſt. Marke 9. If thine hand 
cauſe thee to offend, cut it off. It is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands, to go into hel, into the 
fire that never ſhall be quenched. Where 
the woorme dieth not, and the fire never 
goeth out. The Scripture ſpeaketh terri⸗ 
ble to our ſenſes,cocerning the eſtate of the 
damned perſons, calling it hell fire, damna⸗ 
tion, the lake that burneth with fire and 
bꝛimſtone foz ever. In the thirtie chapter of 
the pꝛopheſie of Eſay, it is called Topheth, 
and it is even pꝛepared of old, it is even pꝛe⸗ 
pared foꝛ the king: he hath made it deep and 
large, the burning thereof is fire and much 
wod, the bꝛeth of the Lo2d like a river of 
bꝛimſtone doth kindle it. Theſe ſperches are 
D terrible 
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terrible fo our ſenſes, and map marvellouſ- 
lyamaze us. But if J had the fong of an 
hundꝛed men, nap of an hüdꝛed Angels, pet 
were J not able to utter them as ſome ſhal 
one day feele them, much leſſe were you a⸗ 
ble to conceive them. It all the toꝛtures and 
cruell toꝛments that can be deviſed by the 
wit of man, were executed upon ſome one, 
pet were it nothing to this. We poꝛe weet- 
ches thinke there is no paine to a collick, oꝛ 
à cruel ague. But if al collicks, agues, and al 
other ſtrange diſeaſes could poſſibly light 
upon one man, it were but a flea-biting to 
that which is to come. The paine is endles, 
caſcleſſe, remedileſſe. The dates of their 
helliſh toꝛments ſhall never weare out, noꝛ 
their yeeres come to an end, the longer they 
continue, the leſſe hope have they. When 
as many pers are expired, as there be men 
in the world, and ſtarres in the heavens: 
when as many thouſand peeres are ended, 
as there be ſtones and ſand by the ſea ſhoze: 
vet ſfill there be tenne hundꝛed thouſande 
times fomany mo to come. Thoſe that will 
not now be moved in hearing, ſhall then 
be cruſhed to peces in feeling. All dꝛun⸗ 
kards, ſwearers, whoꝛemongers, uſurers, 
extoꝛtioners, liers, mockers, contemners, 
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ſecure perſons, jolly fellowes, roiſting ruf- 
fians, luſtie blouds, the bꝛave {ads of this 
world, and all other unbelevers, ſhall one 
day be appꝛehended, and arraigned befoze 
the barre of Gods fribunall ſeate, where 
the majcſtte of God ſhai ſtand above them, 
with a naked word of vengeance, and a 
ſcepter of juſtice. The Divell that old Sa⸗ 
thanas ſhall ſtand on the one ſide to accuſe 
them, and their owne conictence on the o- 
ther ſide to condemne them, and the gaſ⸗ 
pin; gulfe of Hell underncath them readie 
to ſwallow them up fo2 evermoꝛe. Then 
ſhall the dꝛeadfull ſentence of eternall woe 
and damnation pꝛoca de againſt them: Go 
pe curſed into hell fre, c. There they ſhall 
dꝛinke as a juſt recompence of their iniqui⸗ 
fie, the bitter cup of Gods eternall wꝛath 
and indignation, in the kingdome ok dark⸗ 
nes, and in the fearfull pꝛeſence of Sathan, 
and all the curſed enimies of Gods grace, 
where the dolefull dꝛumme of Gods anger 
hal ever ſound th2ough their eares, where 
ſhall be weeping and anaſhing of teth, 
where ſhall be confuſion, wo, and endleſſe 
lamentation. Their gripes ſhall be great, 

their grones ſo deepe, and their garboiles ſo 


untollerable, that they ſhall grin like a dog 
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in their infernall convulſions, x with how- 
ling and yelling crie out: wo, and alas that 
ever J was bozne : Oh that J had never 
been boꝛne, oꝛ that my mother had boꝛn me 
a toad. Foꝛ then my condition ſhould have 
been better than it is. Curſed was the time 
J was begot in, the hower J was concetved 
in, and the day that J ſucked mp mothers 
paps. Curſed J was alwaies, curſed Jam, 
and curſed J ſhalbe fo2 ebermoꝛe. Mo, wo, 
how great is my toꝛment, whole hart doth 
not melt, whoſe eares do not glowe, whole 
haires do not ſtand upon his head to heare 
theſe things. Therefoꝛe dere bꝛethꝛen let 
us repent. It the mercy of God cannot al⸗ 
lure us, let his judgements ſcarre us. If his 
judgements cannot ſcarre us, let his woꝛd 
move us. If his wozd cannot move us, let 
our ſinnes amaze us. If our ſinnes cannot 
amaze us, let the ſhoꝛtnes of our life dampe 
us. If the ſhoꝛtnes of our life cannot dampe 
us, let the (mal number of thoſe that ſhal be 
laved, afrap us. If that cannot afrap us, let 
death terriſie us. If death cannot terriſie 
us, let the day of judgement ſhake us. Jf 
that cannot ſhake us, vet let hell toꝛments 
ſhudder us, ⁊ rent us in peeces. Foz verily 
my b2ethzen, if none of all theſe can pꝛe⸗ 
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vaile, if we wil not foꝛ al this repent, but be 
obſtinate, then we ſhall all periſh # be dam- 
ned acco2ding to Chꝛiſts woꝛds. Nowlet 
us p2occed to ſpeake of thoſe things which 
let and hinder us from repentance, which 
indeed although they be in number infinite, 
pet at this time J wil lap fo2th ſeven ſpeci⸗ 
all lets, and hinderances unto repentance. 
The firſt is unbelce fe, that is, when men 
will not beleeve thoſe things that are ſpo- 
ken and pꝛoved unto them out of the wozd 
of God. This is it that vomiteth up all god 
things and poiſoneth the very intrals of a 
man, and keepeth all god graces from us. 
As appœreth Matth. 13. 58. He did not 
many great works there, for their unbe- 
leefes ſake. And in the 4. to the Hebꝛewes 
it is ſaid, Vnto us was the Goſpell prea- 
ched, as alſo unto them, but the woord 
that they heard, profited not them, bi- 
cauſe it was not mixed with faith, in 
thoſe that heard it. So that here we may 
ſe,although we heare never ſo much, pet it 
we bꝛing not faith with us, we ſhall never 
pꝛofit unto repentance, Foꝛ unbelef taketh 
up our harts foꝛ Satan, and refuſeth all the 
wholeſome doctrine of ſalvation, and doth 


lo harden them in the waies of ſinne, that 
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in the end they become paſt feeling, and can l 
not be touched one whit, either with the l 
judgements 02 mercics of God: but count 
the one as blaſts of wind, and make the o⸗ 
ther a covert foꝛ their fiithines, You ſhall | 
note ſome men, who when they haue heard | 
their ſins fkraightly. ripped up by the woꝛd | 
of God, and their juſt damnation pꝛoved by | 
the ſame, without ſperdy and earneſt repen- | 
fance, will bꝛeake out into theſe wo2ds of | 
unbelcefe: fit be as he laith, God helpe us, | 
J hope if is not ſo, J truſt J ſhall do well 
vnough foꝛ all this, as long as J have a god 
faith in God, and doe no bodie no harme. 
Shall J leave my pleaſures and my p2oftts 
fo2 their ſaiengs ? UWhat 2 do they thinke 
none ſhall be ſaved, but ſuch as reade the 
Scriptures, and heare ſermons : God fo2- 
bid but thoſe which do not go to heare ſer⸗ 
mons, ſhould be ſaved as wel as they? NMUhp 
map not one ſerve God as well at home in 
his houſe, having god bokes, and god 
pꝛaiers, as by comming to the Church to 
hcare Sermons and ſervice + Alas, theſe 
men ſtand fo much in their own light, and 
bew2ate what follie and ignozance is in 
them, Foz do hey thinke to be ſaved by any 
other meanes than God hath appointed: o2 

when 
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when God hath avouched any thing in his 
woꝛd, will they except againſt if, 4 ſo make 
God a lier: when God hath once ſet downe 
a thing,+ p2oved it to their faces, will they 
pet reply? Mhen God hath told us that 
the pꝛeaching of the woꝛd is the oꝛdinarie 
meanes of our ſal vation, ſhall we hope to 
be ſaved, although we contemne it, k never 
oꝛ very ſeldome heare it: Is not this plains 
inlidelitie and unbel@fe, that when God 
ſaith one thing we will ſay another: when 
God ſaith yea, we will ſap, no, J hope not 
ſo, Pes ſurely that is it that ſtoppeth the 
way unto Gods graces, and barreth us out 
krom repentance. 

The ſecond let 1s this pꝛeſumption of 
Gods mercp, foꝛ if men be ſharply repꝛoved 
foʒ their ſinnes, and exhozted unto repen⸗ 
fance, by and by they take covert, ſaieng: 
God is mercifull, God is mercikull: as 
though God were made all ofmercy, and 
that there were no juſtice in him at all:and 
thus the wicked make Gods mercy an oc⸗ 
caſton to ſinne, which thing the Pzophet 
Nahum in the firſt of his pꝛopheſte doth 
ſharply repꝛove: The Lord (ſaith he) is low 
to anger, but he is great in power, and wil 
not ſurely cleere the wicked. But bicauſe 
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J have ſpoken afo:e of this pzeſuming and 
miſapplieng of Gods mercy, J will here 
palle if over, willing you to note it as one 
ſpeciall let unto repentance. 

The third hinderance is the example of 
the mulfitude,foz that doth harden and im⸗ 
bolden men unto ſin. As when many birds 
flicker and flocke togither, they fall uppon 
the net without any feare: but one oꝛ two 
alone will be afraid. Even ſo the examples 
of many, and many ſinne companions do 
imbolden men to run thꝛough the ſnares of 
Sathan without any miſtruſt. Therefo2e 
it is ſaid in Exodus 23. Thou ſhalt not fol- 
low a multitude to do evill. This is the 
thing that hindereth a great number from 
God : foꝛ thep never loke up unto GOD 
oꝛ to his woꝛd, but fare upon the common 
doings of moſt men, and examples of the 
woꝛld, thinking if they do as the moſt men 
do, as their foꝛefathers have done befoze 
them, they are cocke ſure, and of an even 
ground. And heereuponariſeth their divel⸗ 
liſh pꝛoverbe: Do as moſt men do, and the 
feweſt wil ſpeake of you: but they have fo2- 
gotten Saint Paules rule, Rom. 1 2. Faſhi- 
on not your ſelves like unto this world. 


Theſe fellowes that ſtand upon _— 
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will reaſon thus: Me ſ& none cf the great 
ones of the wozld, none of the noble, none 
of the rich, none of the wiſe and p2udent, 
receive this docrine, but only a few ſhack- 
rags and beggerly raſcals, and therefoge it 
is a token that it is nothing woꝛth, and 
that it is doubtfull, and not fo2 us to med⸗ 


dle withall. Lo what thoughts may creepe 


in our heads, and how fily Dathan may 
frumpe in our way, andblindfold us, and 
leade us away in the darke, by doting us 
with the example of the multitude. There- 
foze let us take herde of thoſe pitfalles, 
which Sathan laieth in our wap, and not 
be carried away with theſe thoughts and 
reaſons, The wicked beare themſelves in 
hand that they ſhall winne the game, and 
that the goale goeth on their ſide, and there 
is nothing but crowing long befo2e it be 
day, and great triumphing amongſt them 
befoze any ſtroke be ſtriken, and that bi⸗ 
cauſe we be but a handfull of people, 4 they 
a great multitude, and that in a maner the 
whole woꝛld agreeth with them fo p2actiſe 
our death. Thus the devill doth caſt a miſt 
befoze their etes, and cloſely lead them a- 
way from Repenfance . Therefoze deere 
b:ethzen, let us ſtand faſt in the woꝛd - 
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the Loꝛd, and not be carted away, 02 bowed 
quite downe with this raging ſtreame of 
the multitude: but let us know it to be one 
ſpectall engine of Sathan, whereby he d2t- 
veth us from repentance. 

The fourth let unfo repentance, is long 
cuſtome offinne. Fo2 that taketh away all 
ſenſe and feeling of ſinne, and maketh it as 
it were another nature unto us: ſo that we 
map as wel alter nature, as ſhake it of whe 
it is once thus ſoldꝛed unto us thꝛough long 
cuſtome. Thereftoꝛe it is ſaid: Iere. 13.23. 
Can the black Moore change his skinne ? 
or the Leopard hir ſpots ? then may ye al- 
ſo do good that are accuſtomed to do e- 
vil. Here the pꝛophet affirmeth, that it is as 
hard to ture an olde diſeaſe that is bꝛed in 
the bones, and to remedie a ſinne that hath 
bene hatched and bꝛought up with us, as 
to waſh a blacke Moꝛe white, o2 to change 
the ſpots of a Leopard, which cannot be 
without deſtroieng of nature. And ſurely 
try it who wil, he ſhal find it as hard a mat⸗ 
ter to leave an old cuſtome, whether it be of 
wearing, of gaming, of lieng, of whoꝛing, 
of evil company, oꝛ of anp other ſinne, as to 
waſh an Ethiopian. Therfoze it is written, 
Prov. 17. Though thou ſhouldeſt _ a 
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foole in a morter, among wheate braied 
with a peſtell : yet will not his fooliſhnes 
depart from him. Ss that as long as we 
are in cuſtome with ſinne, the doꝛe of Re- 
pentance is barred up againſt us. ji 
The fift hinderance, is long eſcaping of 
puniſhment , fo2 the wicked thereby are 
ffarkened in ſin, and dꝛiven off from repen⸗ 
fance, even as an old thefe that hath ſtolne 
a long time, and eſcapeth both pꝛiſon and 
callowes, is animated moꝛe boldly to pꝛo⸗ 
c&de in his wickedneſſe, thinking he ſhall 
ſo alwates eſcape, So many filthy and loſe 
f livers, go foꝛ ward in their abhominations 
without Repenfance , thinking that bi⸗ 
cauſe God doth not incontinently puniſh 
them, and ſhew ſome manifeſt judgement | 
and ſigne of his w2ath upon them, therfoze 
they ſhalbe acquited foꝛ altogither. Where 
as confrariwiſe, if God ſhould by and by 
ſtrike them downe as ſone as they had ſin⸗ 
ned, by thundꝛing upon one, and lightning 
upon another, and raining fire and bꝛim⸗ 
| | Tone upon the third, it would make them 
\ | afratde. Yeereupon it is ſaid in Pet. 2.3.4. 
This firſt underſtand, that there ſhall come 
| inthe laſfdaies mockers which will walke 
| after their luſts, and ſay, Where is the __ 
| mile 
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miſe of his comming? Foz ſince the fathers 


died, all things continue alike from the bes 
ginning of the creation. But let theſe men 
well know that when God hath delated a 
long time, and pꝛolonged the terme of the 
wicked, at length he will ſhew, that al⸗ 
though he waited foz their repentance, yet 
he foꝛgat not their miſaeedes, but regiſtred 
them befoꝛe him, and packed them up upon 
a great heape, to increaſe the terrour of his 
wꝛath. 

The ſirt hinderance, is the beholding 
ef other mens ends. Foꝛ when ſome men 
that have lived a wicked, and an ungrati⸗ 
ous life, and have been notoꝛious ſinners e⸗ 
ven to the woꝛld- ward, ſo that everp man 
could point at them:pet if upon their death⸗ 
bed they can ſaie a few god woꝛds and 
cry God mercy, and lay their pꝛaiers, and 
foꝛgive al the world, and ſo die quiefly, it is 
marvellous to heare, how foliſh people of 
the woꝛld, wil eralt them, and juffifte them 
ſaieng: He made a very god end as any ma 
could make, he died as quiet as a lambe, and 
(ct all things in god oꝛder befoꝛe he died. 
Yerenpon another wicked and monſtrous 
varlet is incouraged fo ſinne. Fo2 thinketh 
he, ſucha man lived as loſely as J, oꝛ any 
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man elſe, and pet he made a very god end, 


t why may not J do ſo to: But alas theſe 


mens eies are bleared: Foz to die quietlp, 
is not to dic godly : fo trie God mercy foꝛ 
faſhion, is not to have God mercifull: to ſap 
a few p2aters from teeth outward, is not to 
die in the faith of Chꝛiſt: fo2 many do all 
this, and pet die miſerably, 

The laſt let, is hope of long life, foꝛ while 
men feed, and beſot themſelves in this hope 
they wax dꝛunken in ſin, and defer the day 
of repentance. As the rich man in the 12. 
of Luke, dꝛeaming of his long life, caſt of all 
thought of God, and of the other life, and of 
Chꝛiſts comming, and of repentance, and al 
god things, and ſaid within himſelf; Soule 
thou haſt much nodes laid up foz man 
peeres, libe at eaſe, eate, dꝛinke, and take thy 
paſtime, Thus the bleare eyed men of the 
wo2ld choke up Repentance , and quite 
ſmother it, by dofing themſelves with 
hope of long life, Therefoze my deere bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, J beſeech you by the mercies of God 
in the bowels of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that none 
of all theſe common lettes map ſtate vou 
from ſperdie and unfaigned Repentance : 
But that you may overſlide them all, leaſt 
unhappilie you being found without Re- 
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pentance, and taken tardie in your ſinnes, 


| 


ſhould all periſh and be damned, acco2- + 


ding fo Chꝛilts ſentence. UWherefo2e in 
concluſion, let us with godly Ezechias be 
afraide of Gods thꝛeatenings, loꝛrow a⸗ 
foze hand, ſtand in awe of GO D, examine 
our conſcience, mourne fo2 our ſinnes, and 
lament inwardly, that when the wicked 


below,ſhall enter into their eternall pains, 
we map then, J ſay there, have everla⸗ 
ſting peace t reſt, that when Xeſus Chꝛiſt 
ſhall appeere from heaven with all his ho- 
ly Angels, we may have crownes of glo⸗ 
rp, and raigne with our G DD, and our 
Saviour his Sonne, and all his Saints and 
Angels, in the middeſt of all jop, in the hea⸗ 
bens foꝛ evermoꝛc. To the which jop he 
bꝛing us all, which hath ſo dœrely bought 
us, Jeſus Chꝛiſt the righteous: to whom 
with the Father, and the holy Ghoſt 
be all honoꝛ, gloꝛp, pꝛaiſe, power, 
empire, and dominion now 
and fo2 cvermoze, 
Amen. 
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